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Perfect
partnership
0

Mike Powell has a triumphant outing using the .22
rimfire in conjunction with night vision, bagging
a bunch of coneys as well as an unexpected fox

I

can safely say I have shot a lot of rabbits in my
life. I started in the pre-myxomatosis days of the
late 1940s with a shotgun, then in my teens I
got my first real rifle, a Browning .22 semi-auto
(SA22 model). I remember it as an accurate and
easy-to-use little weapon – a far cry from the semiautomatics available on today’s market. My favourite
now is the Walther GSP. Many say semi-automatics
are not in the same street as their bolt-action
counterparts. Admittedly, they are good fun and
certainly encourage the use of copious quantities of
ammunition! However, I have to say my Walther GSP
has never let me down and is very accurate indeed.
As I have mentioned in previous articles,
I have always favoured Anschütz rimfires and
presently own a 1710 .22LR and a 1717 HMR.
Both of these are extremely accurate and a great
pleasure to use, but for the purposes of this
article I am sticking to the .22 ‘rimmy’. There are
probably more .22 rimfire rifles in use than any
other; this calibre has been the starter for the
majority of rifle users worldwide. Good for small
game shooting and even, when ranges permit,
the odd fox, this little rimfire has remained
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popular despite attacks from other calibres,
particularly the excellent .17HMR lately.
With a muzzle velocity of 1050fps in its standard
form and just over 200fps more in its high velocity
format, the .22 lends itself to a variety of uses. Its
subsonic form is the most popular in the UK; used in
conjunction with one of the many sound moderators
now available, it is both quiet and accurate, the ideal
tool for a bit of summer rabbit control.
As July and August arrive, the majority of this
year’s crop of rabbits is around three-quarters
grown, yet not altogether conversant with the art
of survival. The fields are bare of cover, and rabbits
are prone to beat it when any danger approaches,
so all one’s skills must be put to use to get the
.22 within killing range of quarry. Camo or drab
clothing is a must and, as with most forms of
shooting, patience is often rewarded. If there are
a lot of rabbits, another way to get on terms with
them is just to sit and wait. If you use a ghillie suit,
such as the one sold by Deben, you can just plonk
yourself down in front of a hedge if the wind is
favourable. Judicious positioning can give you
yards of hedge line to cover.

Using a rangefinder, check out a few points of
reference. I zero my rifle at 75 yards using a Hawke
Endurance scope with a MAP8 reticle. I have used
this for rabbit shooting since it first appeared;
designed by Nick Jenkinson, it really does the
job. With the aiming points on the reticle, I know
exactly which dot to put on the rabbit at 38, 50,
75, 100 and 125 yards. No guesswork involved.
Down here in Devon the job is made a bit easier by
the abundance of small fields – you can often sit
on one side of the field and shoot into the opposite
hedge. If you keep still and do not retrieve the shot
rabbits, it will only take five or ten minutes after a
shot before they are out again, so in a couple of
hours you should have a dozen or so in the bag.
If you like to be on the move, ensure you know
your land. This may sound obvious, but these days
there are so many people wandering about that it
pays to know exactly what is going on and where
any potential hazards may be.
In the village where I live there is a large farm
where for the last 40-odd years I have controlled
the rabbit population. Due to the changing face
of agriculture, the methods employed have had to
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change. The availability of new forms of technology
has had an impact, and recently my friend Dave and I
set out on one of our weekly jaunts to try out a piece
of high tech kit.
In the past, we would start driving around the
farm about an hour and a half before the light started
to fade. We’d mop up a couple of dozen coneys
usually – the vast majority either youngsters, or milky
does that seemed to lose some of their faculties
when pregnant or nursing. Last night, however, as
well as the Anschütz, I took the Walther GSP fitted
with a Pulsar Digisight N550 digital night vision unit
kindly loaned to me by Scott Country.
Digital night vision can be used in daylight,
and is particularly useful in fading light, in which
conventional scopes would be useless. The reaction
when someone looks through a quality night vision
for the first time is often the same, and Dave was no
exception. I can’t repeat what he said, but impressed
he certainly was!
Driving around the fields we had covered earlier
in full light revealed a fair number of young rabbits
out on the feed. It wasn’t ideal looking through the
N550 on the move, as a feeling akin to seasickness
began to set in (I’m a lousy traveller at the best of
times). I spotted the rabbits, Dave drove without
lights to within 50 or 60 yards of them and I got to

work.The operation needs
some fine tuning to best
put to use this relatively
new type of NV – for
example, we didn’t think
to take a hand lamp, so
a great deal of time was
spent groping around for
the bodies of the slain.
However, it was Dave and
I who were lacking, not
the equipment. It was our
first time out and next
time we will be better
prepared. All in all it was a good evening and we
ended up with about 30 rabbits.
I clamped my eye to the rubber eyepiece as
we crossed the last field, and as nausea reared its
ugly head again I spotted an odd eye reflection
coming back at the built-in infrared unit on
the Digisight. It had to be a fox but there was
something unusual about it. As we came to a halt
I could clearly see it was a fox, but only one eye
was reflecting. As it was only about 50 yards away
I drew a bead, but before I could squeeze off a
shot it began to move uphill. Fortunately curiosity
got the better of it, and it paused after a few

yards and looked back. The Walther didn’t let me
down and I could clearly see it drop to the shot.
Although there was no movement, I followed up
with a second shot, and that was definitely that.
When I examined the fox next morning, it turned
out to be blind in one eye, something I have come
across more than once. It was a dog fox in good
condition and about three years old.
Dave and I returned to the farm for a drop of
scotch and a chat. It had been a thoroughly enjoyable
summer evening’s outing: Nothing too serious, but
30 more crop raiders and a suspected lamb killer had
been dealt with. A reasonable result, I’d say. 

Cracking combination: The
Walther GSP and the Pulsar
Digisight N550 helped Mike
to take about 30 rabbits
Equipment reviewed by Mike Powell
Product

Manufacturer

Distributor

Price

Contact

Rating

Ghillie suit

Deben

Deben

£99

01394 387762

★★★★★

Endurance scope MAP8 reticle

Deben

Deben

£65-80

01394 387762

★★★★

Digisight N550

Pulsar

Thomas Jacks Ltd

£999

01789 264100

★★★★

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ = Excellent, ★ ★ ★ ★ = Very Good, ★ ★ ★ = Good, ★ ★ = Adequate for purpose, ★ = Poor
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